Memo

shortage of supply

To:
From:
Date:

Re: Isoniazid tablets 50mg
Description of product affected
Isoniazid tablets are licensed for the treatment of all forms of pulmonary and extra-pulmonary
tuberculosis.1

Background
There is a shortage of this strength of isoniazid tablets until December 2019.

Alternative agents and management options
Morningside has enough stock of 100mg isoniazid tablets to bridge the gap.2 The tablets are
not scored, but they are uncoated.2 Halving them to provide a 50mg dose would be unlicensed.
There is relatively little published information on the clinical effects resulting from the
administration of split tablets to patients.3 However in the absence of an alternative licensed
product, this is an option in the interim. Patients will need to be provided with a tablet cutter
and shown how to use it to ensure tablet is halved evenly. They should be advised not to split
the entire supply of tablets at one time to be stored for later use, but to make sure that both
halves are taken before splitting the next tablet.4 The split tablet preparation should be taken
as soon as possible to reduce the likelihood of degradation and minimise any risks. 3 The
remaining half tablet should be stored in a dry, moisture free environment, not above 25°C. If
a patient or carer is unable to halve the tablet or an accurate half tablet cannot be achieved, or
halving is not considered appropriate, unlicensed liquid presentation is available from specials
manufacturers.
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